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Matt Quinlivan practices in the firm’s Gulfport, Mississippi office focusing on litigation in both 

Alabama and Mississippi.  His primary areas of practice include defense of claims for professional 

liability, banking, commercial general liability, catastrophic personal injury, workers' compensation, 

insurance first party claims including bad faith and fraud investigations, and general civil litigation. 

Mr. Quinlivan also has experience with commercial transactions, estate planning, forming business 

entities, representing home owners' associations and quieting title to residential and commercial 

properties.  

Mr. Quinlivan has obtained the dismissal of many claims brought against attorneys, insurance 

agents, brokers, and adjusters for claims of professional malpractice, breach of fiduciary duty, and 

negligent misrepresentations.  Mr. Quinlivan's thorough and aggressive strategy has resulted in 

successful resolutions favorable to his clients without a single adverse jury verdict or judicial 

award.  In addition to successful resolution of claims, Mr. Quinlivan has given numerous 

presentations to attorneys, insurance companies that adjust their own claims, insurance claim 

adjusting firms and insurance producers throughout the southeast.  Mr. Quinlivan’s presentations 

to his clients train them to avoid procurement or adjusting errors, and instruct them on the proper 

course of action once an error claim arises. 

Mr. Quinlivan served in the United States Marine Corps Reserve for six years, progressing from the 

rank of Private to Sergeant. He deployed to Iraq in 2003 where he served as an Infantryman in 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Professional Associations  

 American Bar Association 

 Claims Litigation Management 

o Lawyers/Accountants Liability Committee 

 Defense Research Institute (DRI) 

o Professional Liability Committee 

 Mississippi Defense Lawyers Association 

Accolades 

 Mid-South Super Lawyers “Rising Star” List, 2013-2018 

Representative Successes 

 Legal Malpractice – Supreme Court of Mississippi 

Matt Quinlivan successfully achieved a great victory in the Supreme Court of Mississippi 

on behalf of our clients’ attorney and his legal malpractice carrier, The Hartford.  Originally, 

Mr. Quinlivan’s client was sued in Vicksburg, Mississippi for malpractice in connection with 
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his role as a co-executor and attorney for an estate worth an estimated $15 million.  Mr. 

Quinlivan’s client acted as a co-executor over the estate from August of 2006 through 

November of 2013.  In October 2013, Mr. Quinlivan’s client was added made a defendant 

to a lawsuit within the estate proceeding which was scheduled for a November 2013 trial.  

The damages sought against Mr. Quinlivan’s client exceeded $6 million.  The Hartford 

appointed Mr. Quinlivan and Mrs. Judy Burnthorn as defense counsel. 

After being appointed as defense counsel by The Hartford, Mr. Quinlivan and Mrs. 

Burnthorn tried the case as scheduled in Vicksburg in November 2013, resulting in a 

defense verdict in their client's favor.  The Plaintiff’s motioned the trial court for a new trial, 

which was granted.  Mr. Quinlivan tried the case for a second time, resulting in a second 

defense verdict in favor of their client.  After two trials and two defense verdicts, the 

Plaintiff’s appealed to the Supreme Court of Mississippi.  Mr. Quinlivan skillfully briefed all 

legal and factual issues presented to the Supreme Court of Mississippi on appeal.  The 

Supreme Court of Mississippi originally scheduled the matter for oral argument, but later 

decided that the issues had been so thoroughly briefed that an oral argument was 

unnecessary.  Ultimately, the Supreme Court of Mississippi upheld the trial court’s entry of 

a defense verdict in favor of the client     

 Workers’ Compensation Defense – Walker v. Williams Transport, LLC 

Mr. Quinlivan represented the employer and carrier in a workers' compensation claim 

made by a truck driver. While at work, the truck driver fell from the cab of his truck and 

severely injured his back and ribs. After the accident, the employee was taken to a nearby 

hospital for treatment and a drug screen. The drug screen results showed the employee 

had recently used cocaine and workers' compensation benefits were denied. The 

employee filed suit against the employer and carrier at the Mississippi Workers' 

Compensation Commission. Mr. Quinlivan defended the employer and carrier at trial 

before the Honorable Robert J. Arnold, III. Mr. Quinlivan put on proof through documentary 

evidence, expert witness testimony and the testimony of the employee's supervisor that 

the employee's crack cocaine intoxication was the proximate cause of the work injury. 

Additionally, Mr. Quinlivan was able to prove the employee's account of the injury and prior 

drug usage was not credible. Judge Arnold dismissed the claim and denied the employee 

workers' compensation benefits. The employee appealed Judge Arnold’s dismissal of the 

case to the Court of Appeals of Mississippi. Mr. Quinlivan successfully argued the merits of 

the case to the Court of Appeals of Mississippi. Walker v. Williams Transport, LLC, 139 

So.3d 117 (Miss. App. 2014).     

 

 Property Dispute – Louise J. Piernas v. Charlene Campiso 

Mr. Quinlivan obtained a dismissal on motion for summary judgment for a client who was 

in danger of losing thirty feet of property to her plaintiff neighbor. When a fence along their 

shared property line was destroyed in 2007, the previous owner of the client’s property 

erected a barbed wire fence temporarily to keep horses on the property from roaming. 

Because the temporary fence was erected between twenty-one to thirty feet to the north of 

where the old fence was located, the plaintiff alleged that the unfenced portion of the land 

bordering her property became her property. After successfully arguing for dismissal, the 

plaintiff appealed the Chancellor’s dismissal Mr. Quinlivan successfully argued both the 

merits and procedural aspects of the case. The Chancellor’s dismissal of the suit was 

affirmed by the Court of Appeals for the State of Mississippi. Louise J. Piernas v. Charlene 

Campiso, 2012 WL 317 4072. 

 

 Attorney Liability Defense – Dismissal 

Mr. Quinlivan has obtained the dismissal of numerous claims brought against attorneys for 

claims of legal malpractice, breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract, and general acts 

of negligence. Mr. Quinlivan’s thorough and aggressive strategy has secured defense 

verdicts in complicated legal malpractice cases tried throughout Mississippi. In one 

particular instance, a client retained Mr. Quinlivan to defend him six weeks before bench 

trial on a claim with exposure of more than $6,000,000.00. The matter had been pending 

for over eight years and there were over seven-hundred docket entries with the court 

before Mr. Quinlivan was retained to defend the client. Mr. Quinlivan tried the case for one 
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week and secured a favorable outcome. After post-trial motions were filed, the Court found 

no grounds to enter a judgment adverse to Mr. Quinlivan’s client. However, the Court 

granted the plaintiffs a second trial to allow them the opportunity to present additional 

evidence in support of their $6,000,000.00 claim. On retrial, the Court entered judgment 

in favor of Mr. Quinlivan’s client and dismissed him from the case with prejudice. 

 

 Misappropriation of Estate Funds – Settlement 

Mr. Quinlivan represented an estate heir in the Chancery Court of Pearl River County, 

Mississippi, challenging the appointment of the executrix of the estate who had covered 

up the misappropriation of funds by her daughter. On the morning of trial, a settlement 

was reached in which the executrix returned all of the misappropriated funds. Additionally, 

the chancellor awarded attorney’s fees associated with discovering and investigating the 

misappropriation. 

   

 

 
 

 


