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Jonathan is privileged to represent clients who share his desire to “get to the right result, quickly.” 

“Unfortunately, an offshoot to Louisiana’s intertwined networks of transportation, tourism, and 

industry is a significant human cost. Whether it’s a trucking accident or a conventioneer failing to 

navigate a side-walk, severe injuries occur on a daily basis.” While most of his practice is dedicated 

to achieving the best-possible result for his clients in litigation, Jonathan works with clients in 

Louisiana and around the country to develop training and investigation protocols to reduce 

accidents and to effectively investigate the ones that happen. By developing claim and case-

handling protocols, for example, he was able to significantly reduce a client’s exposure in high-

value personal injury across multiple jurisdictions. 

Jonathan is proud to call New Orleans home. He has never forgotten his roots in New Jersey or his 

collegiate and graduate experience, in French Literature, at the University of Notre Dame, where he 

fondly recalls starting at left-tackle on his dorm’s undefeated, inter-hall football team. “We played 

the final in Notre Dame Stadium, the day after the Irish lost to Boston College in 1993. Despite that 

loss, the football players who lived in the dorm, including the quarterback, came to watch us, a 

bunch of goof-balls, and cheer for us.” Jonathan remains connected to his alma mater, by blogging 

about Notre Dame sports and serving as the game watch coordinator for the Notre Dame Alumni 

Club of New Orleans.  

Jonathan is proud to have served his country. He joined the Coast Guard Reserve in 1997 and 

participated in many major contingency operations. He was called to active duty in support of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003-2004, deployed to Kuwait, and was awarded the Coast Guard 

Commendation Medal and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal for his service with 

Port Security Unit 308. He also deployed to Gulfport, Mississippi, and Galveston, Texas, in support 

of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Ike relief operations. 

Professional Associations  

 Louisiana State Bar Association 

 Defense Research Institute 

 American Bar Association 

 National Retail and Restaurant Defense Association 

Accolades 

 Martindale-Hubbell AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated Lawyer 

Representative Successes 

 Negligent Security – Judge Trial 
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Jonathan M. Walsh and Joanne P. Rinardo obtained a dismissal with prejudice following a 

one day judge trial in First City Court for the City of New Orleans on February 28, 2018. 

Plaintiff alleged that a prominent local bar provided negligent security and that he was 

assaulted by an employer, causing him personal injuries and medical expenses.  

Labonia v. CJN, Inc., et al., No. 2015-00861, Sect. C, First City Court for the City of New 

Orleans. 

 

 Transportation – Jury Trial 

Mr. Walsh won a favorable defense verdict on September 30, 2015, in Orleans Parish. 

Asked to try the case on just ten days’ notice, he defended the operator of a local shuttle 

bus company against the personal injury claims of a twenty-eight year old man who 

claimed vertebral compression fractures and nerve injuries following a rear-end collision. 

After two and a half days of trial, the jury returned a verdict below the client’s last offer 

before trial and well below what the plaintiff prayed for in closing argument.  

Trahan v. Hughes, et al., No. 2011-2088, Div. “M,” Civil District Court for the Parish of 

Orleans. 

 

 Premises Liability – Summary Judgment  

Mr. Walsh won summary judgment in favor of a local homeowner’s association. His client 

sued by a guest who fractured her left ankle while throwing away trash outside the parking 

lot, Mr. Walsh filed summary judgment on the issue of whether or not a manhole cover 

constituted an unreasonably dangerous condition.  

Stewart v. Harbor Homeowners Association, Inc., et al., No. 2015-3147, Sect. “F,” Civil 

District Court for the Parish of Orleans. 

 

 Product Liability – Summary Judgment 

Mr. Walsh and Mr. LeClercq obtained the voluntary dismissal with prejudice by a plaintiff 

who sued their chemical manufacturing client for personal injuries. After aggressively 

conducting written discovery, Deutsch Kerrigan presented the court with a motion for 

summary judgment based upon the plaintiff’s medical records and the affidavit of an 

expert dermatologist. Plaintiff dismissed his claims with prejudice rather than continue the 

case.  

James Harrison v. Ochsner Health System, et al., No. 7246-038, Div. D, 24th JDC, Parish 

of Jefferson. 

 

 Product Liability – Summary Judgment 

Mr. Walsh won a summary judgment in a product liability case on behalf of the 

manufacturer of a neon sign at the JC Penney in the Pierre Bossier Mall. The seriously 

injured plaintiff claimed he was electrocuted while repairing the sign, alleged to be 

defective because someone had bypassed the "on/off" switch. The plaintiff admitted in his 

deposition that bypassing an "on/off" switch was a safety violation, that he had no 

evidence the bypass had been done by the manufacturer, and that bypassing an "on/off" 

switch is something that anyone would know to be unsafe thus a manufacturer should not 

have to warn against it. With trial less than two months away, the court seized on this 

testimony and granted the motion and dismissed the claims with prejudice, saving the 

client the expense of a one week jury trial.  

Landry v. J.C. Penney Corporation Inc., et al., No. 10-00149, U.S.D.C. W.D. La. (Stagg, J.). 

 

 Personal Jurisdiction – Exception of Lack of Personal Jurisdiction 

Mr. Walsh successfully argued an exception of lack of personal jurisdiction on behalf of an 

Irish underwriter on a travel insurance policy issued to an English couple. The couple 

traveled to Louisiana, where the wife became very ill and received over one million dollars 

of medical care.  

Northshore Regional Medical Center, L.L.C., d/b/a Northshore Regional Medical Center v. 

Edith and Brian Dill, et al., No. 2009-16791, Division J, 22nd JDC, Parish of St. Tammany. 

Affirmed as Amended, 94 So. 3d 155 (La. App. 1 Cir. 6/8/12) (Mr. Walsh authored briefs 

and argued). 
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 Appellate Practice – Successful Enforcement of Defense and Indemnity Agreement 

Gap, Inc. v. Apex Express Inc., 2017 WL 2569914 (Cal. App. 1 Dist. 6/14/17). 

 

 Appellate Practice – Successful Enforcement of Defense and Indemnity Agreement 

Therell v. Rowan Companies, 2010 WL 5479811 (La. App. 1 Cir. 12/22/10) (Mr. Walsh 

authored briefs and argued). 

 

 Appellate Practice – Successful Defense of Zero Verdict 

Short v. Andrews Transp. Co., 2009 WL 1330679 (La. App. 1 Cir. 5/13/09) (Mr. Walsh 

authored briefs). Underlying verdict came after six week jury trial.   

 

 Appellate Practice – Successful Enforcement of Exception of Prescription 

Jackson v. Jefferson Parish Clerk of Court, 981 So.2d 156 (La. App. 5 Cir. 4/15/08) (Mr. 

Walsh authored briefs in trial and appellate court and argued). 

 

Publications 

 “On the Waterfront: Coast Guard Jurisdiction Ashore,” Tulane Maritime Law Journal, 

publication pending. 

 “The Case for All Hazards Education,” Government Security News, June 2010. 

 “Joint Service Protection: PSU 308 in Operation Iraqi Freedom,” Joint Center for 

Operational Analysis and Lessons Learned (JCOA-LL) Bulletin, September 2004. 

Presentations 

 “Agency Jurisdiction-Securing the Waterfront,” Tulane Admiralty Law Institute, March 2, 

2018. 

 “National Security and Climate Change,” Panel discussion, Tulane Environmental Law 

Summit, Tulane School of Law, February 19, 2016. 

 “Professionalism in an Adversarial Process,” CLE hosted by Loyola University, New Orleans, 

LA, December 12, 2015, December 10, 2011. 

 Other: 

o Speaker, Louisiana State Bar Association, December 2015, Continuing Legal 

Education, Ethics. 

o Panelist, NRRDA Conference 2014, San Francisco, California. 

o Speaker, Gap, Inc. Claims Summit, May, 2014, San Francisco, California. 

o Speaker, ACE, Wilmington, Delaware, December 2014, Continuing Education, 

Louisiana Litigation. 

o Speaker, CorVel, Baltimore, Maryland, December 2014, Continuing Education, 

Louisiana Litigation. 

 
 

 


